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History of the AYS 24,

In the early 1960’s many individuals recognized the need for an orchestra for the youth of Anchorage. Fore-
runners of what became known as the Anchorage Youth Symphony were organized and conducted by such

rominent local musicians and educators as Krut Pasch, Jeanne (Ray) Bruhn, Charles Gorsuch, and Marlow

Thomas. Young musicians of that period were trained in the Anchorage schools and gave many concerts
throughout the city.

In 1965 the Anchorage School District hired Frank Pinkerton as its director of music. In that position he
formally organized the Anchorage Youth Symphony. As its music director, Mr. Pinkerton oversaw the expan-
sion of opportunities to perform throughout the state, and the youth symphony’s reputation grew steadily.
The Elementary Honor Orchestra and Band and the Junior High Honor Orchestra were added to the
district’s program. The elementary and junior high orchestras and bands are still funded by the Anchorage

School District, whereas the Anchorage Youth Symphony is now an independent, non-profit organization.
Mr. Pinkerton retired in 1978.

Dewey Ehling replaced Frank Pinkerton as music director of both the Anchorage School District and the
youth symphony. Until his retirement in 1986, he expanded the touring schedule, traveling and performing

in Canada, Great Britain, Australia, and New Zealand. Domestically, the orchestra performed in Washington
state, California, and Washington DC.

In 1986 and 1987 Linn Weeda led the orchestra. In 1987, John Duff was appointed Music Director. Dur-
ing his tenure the orchestra toured Scotland. In 1991 Russell Guyver succeeded Duff, instituting a series of
retreats to encourage the social interaction of members, as well as concerts in the Matanuska-Susitna valley.

Linn Weeda was again engaged as the Music Director in 1992, and continues in that position. In recent
years the orchestra’s program has expanded to include coaching by local professional musicians, many of
whom were in the youth symphony as young players. Other activities under Weeda have included an annual
recording project, a chamber music series, an alumni association, scholarships, and extensive touring. In
2010, the Repertory Orchestra was created based on record numbers of auditioning students. This orchestra
is now know as the Anchorage Youth Philharmonic and is conducted by Dr. Lee Wilkins.

Members of the orchestras are chosen each year during auditions in the spring, and are drawn from every
public and private school in the area as well as from the Matanuska-Susitna valley. In previous years, students
flew in from Kodiak and Kenai to rehearse and perform with the youth symphony.

The symphony is sponsored by the Anchorage Youth Symphony Association and governed by the Anchorage
Youth Symphony Board of Directors.

Without great music, education is not complete. Music education has long been an educational priority of
the Anchorage School District with classes in orchestra, band, and chorus offered at the elementary, junior,
:}nd senior high levels. The youth symphony encourages and supports the music program within the schools
in the belief that great music played will instills in young people discipline and the joy of great musical ideas.



Bio

Violinist Dr. Lee
Murray Wilkins,
born in Anchor-
age, Alaska,
returns to Anchor-
i age from Roch-

B ester, New York
where he held the
position of Se-
nior Instructor of
Violin and Associ-
ate Professor of Violin and String Pedagogy at
the Eastman School of Music and performed
with the Rochester Philharmonic Orchestra as
violinist and soloist.

Dr. Wilkins’ performance career has spanned
the globe as a recitalist, soloist, chamber musi-
cian and educator. He has served as Con-
certmaster of many of New York City’s finest
orchestras. Wilkins’ solo performances have
been described by the New York Times as
“magical” and “elevated to a level of enchant-
ment.” He is the recipient of the Eastman
School of Music’s Jack L. Frank Award for
Excellence in Teaching. His former teachers
include Ivan Galamian, Dorothy DeLay and
Josef Gingold.

A versatile and multi-genre performer,

Wilkins has performed for such diverse events
as the 350th Anniversary of Harvard Universi-
ty, the 1988 Olympic Games in Seoul, Korea,

Lee Wilkins Anchorage Youth Philbarmonic Condye,,

the Montreal Comedy Festival’s “Juyste Poyr
Rire”, Garrison Keillor’s “A Prairie Home
Companion” and the PBS Film “Bach ¢, the
Future”. Wilkins is the creator of “Phil’har.
harmonic!” a witty and comical venture into
the rarified world of the Symphony Orches.
tra.

As an educator, Dr. Wilkins has been a
full-time Professor of Music at Mercyhurst
College, Allegheny College and The East-
man School of Music. He holds a Bachelor
and Master of Music Degrees from Indiana

University-Bloomington and a Doctorate
from SUNY-Stony Brook.

As a conductor, he has conducted the Erie
Philharmonic, the Chautauqua Chamber
Orchestra, the Fredonia Chamber Players, the
Anchorage Festival of Music Orchestra, the
Scranton Bach Festival orchestra, the Western
State College orchestra, the Allegheny Sym-
phony, the Mercyhurst College Symphony
and Ballet orchestra, the Chautauqua Re- '
gional Youth Orchestra, the Jamestown Civic
Orchestra and the Pennsylvania All-State
High School Orchestra Festival.

Dr. Wilkins performs on a 1771 Ferdinand
Gagliano violin made in Naples, Italy.
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~2  PROGRAM FOR APRIL 28, 2012 &%~

Anchorage Youth Philharmonic

From 5 Pieces for 2 Violins and Piano Dmitri Shostakovich/Wilkins
1. Prelude
2. Waltz
3. Polka

Symphony No. 25 in G minor K. 183 Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart

1. Allegro Con Brio
Harrison Greenough, Conductor

Anchorage Civic Orchestra and Anchorage Youth Philharmonic
The American 1812 Overture Lee Murray Wilkins
Phillip Munger, Conductor

Anchorage Civic Orchestra
Concerto for Horn in D Major, K. 412 - ACO Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart

Rondo in D Major, K. 412 - ACO Dan Heynen, soloist
Intermission
Symphony No. 1 in G, Minor, Op. 13 - ACO Peter Ilyich Tchaikovsky

L. Allegro tranquillo
2. Adagio cantabile

3. Andante lugubre/AJlegro maestoso



