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1986 marks the twenty-first season of the Anchorage Youth
Symphony. Founded in 1965 by Frank Pinkerton to provide young
musicians with the opportunity to perform the works of the great
composers, the Symphony has since flourished. It has toured many
cities in Alaska, California, the Washington, D.C. area, Canada,
Great Britain, Australia, and New Zealand. Conducted by Dewey
Ehling from 1978 to 1986, the Orchestra will perform in New York
City's famed Lincoln Center this next spring under the leadership
of its new conductor, Linn Weeda.

This season features the Symphony's regular concert series
(highlighted by the Concerto Concert, a valuable opportunity for
the Symphony's talented players to perform as soloists with the
Orchestra); a full schedule of performances fqr local community
events; and the well-received, annual concert tour.

The Orchestra is conducted by Linn Weeda, who is a member
of the music faculty at the University of Alaska, Anchorage. Mr.
Weeda, who was born and raised in Anchorage, is an alumnus
of the Anchorage Youth Symphony, a graduate of the University
of Alaska, Fairbanks, and is a professional trumpet player and
teacher. He studied conducting at Boston University, where he
received his Master's Degree in Performance. He also studied at
the Pierre Monteux Domaine School for Advanced Conductors, served
as staff conductor for the Greater Boston Youth Symphony Orchestra,
and founded the Tupelo Regional Youth-Community Orchestra in Missis-

sippi.

The Orchestra draws its musicians from the six Anchorage
public high schools, the area's private schools, the University,
and schools from neighboring communities. One player even commutes

from Kodiak, several hundred miles removed from Anchorage. Players
range in age from 13 to 21, and are selected by competitive auditions.

The Symphony is sponsored by the Anchorage Youth Symphony
Association, Inc., which was formed to support and extend the
activities of the Orchestra. The Association provides a summer
scholarship program for the Orchestra in addition to sponsoring
the concert tours.



