
ANCHORAGE YOUTH SYMPHONY
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This concert generously sponsored by Pinkerton Retirement Specialists
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We are proud to support the  
Alaska Youth Orchestra musicians!

Visit selectphysicaltherapy.com  
to request an appointment today.

LOCATIONS ACROSS ALASKA7 

AYO 
Wellness Program 

Sponsor!
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The 3,300 educators with the 
Anchorage Education Association 

are proud to introduce 
a new generation to 

the joys of theater, music and art.

Connecting Educators
Inspiring Students
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AYO

Wellness
 Program

 

Sponsor
!

Anchorage, Alaska’s newest, state-of-the-art assisted living 
community, Aspen Creek Senior Living, off ers a one-of-a-kind 
assisted living experience. Aspen Creek is a community that 
values our seniors and focuses on passing the torch from one 
generation to the next. Compassionate care is at the cornerstone 
of our foundation built on experience, skill, technology and 
comfortable living.

A S P E N 
C R E E K
S E N I O R  L I V I N G

907.868.2688  • 5915 Petersburg Street, Anchorage Alaska 99507
www.aspencreekalaska.com
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AYO Performing Directors

AYO Board of Directors

AYO Staff
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M I S S I O N  S TAT E M E N T
Building musicianship, inspiring youth to love music, offering enriching opportunities for 

music performance, and creating a musical legacy to sustain the arts throughout the 
lives of our members and community.

C O N TA C T I N F O R M AT I O N
Alaska Youth Orchestras

1689 C St. #202, Anchorage, AK 99501
AlaskaYouthOrchestras.org

S TA F F
Linn Weeda, Music Director

Denise Brown-Chythlook,  
Executive Director 

Zach Akins, Rehearsal Coordinator 
Rebecca See, Librarian 

Morgan Wilhelm, admin intern
Frank Pinkerton, Conductor Emeritus 

B O A R D  O F  D I R E C T O R S
Jennifer Bundy-Cobb, president

Evelyn Gullett, vice president
Melissa Boyette, secretary
Ken Olmstead, treasurer

Steven Alvarez
Tina Avonda

Tristan Fackler
Will Lacy

Rhonda Prowell-Kitter
Josie Wilson

P E R F O R M I N G  D I R E C T O R S
Averyl Cobb, cello
Luis Muñoz, violin

Rachael Shaw-Rosenbaum, viola
Shreya Sujith, violin

Abigail Webster, horn

C O A C H E S
Nina Bingham, 1st violin
Elise Gelbart, 2nd violin

Nancy Darigo, viola
Linda Ottum, cello

Matt O'Connor, bass
Laura Koenig, flute

Colin Roshak, clarinet
Emily Weaver, oboe

Kyle Noonan, bassoon
Erik Oder, horn

Chris Nevere, trumpet
Bill Klemm, low brass
Joanna Mayer, harp

Kade Bissell, percussion

C O N C E RT P R O D U C T I O N
Sheila Miller, Technical Director
Kurt Riemann, Audio Recording

Lisa Morris, Graphic Design
UAA Copy and Print Center, Printing 

A C K N O W L E D G M E N T S
Alaska Center for the Performing Arts

Alaska’s Music Teachers
Anchorage Symphony Orchestra

University of Alaska Music Department
East High School 

Celia Koelsch
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J E N N I F E R  B U N DY- C O B B
A NOTE FROM OUR BOARD PRESIDENT 

Welcome back to another great season for AYO. I am 
privileged to be returning as the Board Chair for a 
second term. I am so proud of the work that we have 
done over the last few years and want to thank everyone 
who has been a part of modernizing and restructuring 
our organization. AYO, like so many other nonprofits in 
Alaska, is having to redouble our efforts to seek out new 
funding sources to ensure long-term sustainability and 
I am happy to report that our efforts are paying off and 
the future of AYO is very bright.
 
As the season kicks off the Board’s fall focus has been in a few areas. We have added 
new Directors, each with a unique background which is allowing our organization to 
mature. Additionally, the new performing board members were seated recently and they 
have embarked on a their project which looks to be outstanding again.
 
This is a special season with a lot to celebrate, we received a large endowment 
coinciding with our music director’s 30th season just to name a few. We are also trying 
a new fund-raising event this year, taking a break from the traditional silent auction – we 
hope you enjoy this and take the time to view these truly amazing works of art. Also, a 
special thank you to those that participated in the alumni orchestra, how amazing to see 
all those faces from all the years of AYO come together like you did.
 
Last item of note, we are trying a few new things with the calendar this season; it is a 
difficult task to sometimes coordinate with other music and performing conflicts (not 
to mention sporting and social events such as Prom). We hope that you like this new 
schedule and that our artists are able to attend an AYO concert without having to give 
something else up. To that end our final performance this year will be on Mother’s Day, 
so please plan ahead to spend that special day with us.
 
Happy Holidays – here is to a wonderful winter and spring for 2020.

With Gratitude,

Jennifer Bundy-Cobb
Board Chair, Alumnae
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3150 C Street, Suite 250 • Anchorage, AK 99503-3980
(907) 522-3222  albancpas.com

EXPERIENCED ALASKAN ACCOUNTING ADVANTAGE

Congratulating 
Anchorage Youth Symphony 

on 55 years of inspiration
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D E N I S E  B R O W N - C H Y T H LO O K
A NOTE FROM our Executive Director 

Welcome to our 55th Anniversary Celebration Concert! 

It is an honor to present the 84 brilliant young musicians of 
the 2019-2020 Anchorage Youth Symphony. They are the 
reason we do what we do, and nothing makes us prouder than 
to show them off to you whenever we get the chance. 

Events like this wouldn’t be possible without the support of 
our community. We are immeasurably grateful for Pinkerton 
Retirement Specialists’ generous sponsorship of this 
weekend's events and for the newly established Frank and 
Carol Pinkerton Anchorage Youth Symphony Endowment, made possible by a $100,000 
donation from Frank and Carol Pinkerton. Our board and staff are committed to creating 
meaningful sustainability and this is a giant leap forward to that end! 

Each of you here is an important part of creating that sustainability! Half of the proceeds 
from today’s ticket sales will go directly to increasing our new endowment. Additionally, 
funds raised from the PROJECT VIOLIN silent auction taking place in the lobby will be used 
to ensure our day to day operations continue to meet our musician’s needs. 

Thank you for your support! Enjoy the concert! 

Sincerely

 

Denise Brown-Chythlook
Executive Director
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For more information visit esm.rochester.edu/admissions

TheTheEastman
  Experience

Learn
from a dedicated 
residential faculty

Belong
to a vibrant community 

Discover
your own path
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L I N N  W E E D A
A NOTE FROM OUR MUSIC DIRECTOR

Welcome to our first concert of the 55th season of the 
Anchorage Youth Symphony. We are glad you are here!

Tonight, I am particularly excited to celebrate the man who 
founded the Youth Symphony.  Frank Pinkerton was an 
important visionary for the Anchorage School District where 
he founded the string program; to South Central Alaska 
through his development of summer music programs; and 
to Anchorage by introducing audiences to wonderful visiting 
artists. While his lasting legacy is the Anchorage Youth 
Symphony, I believe an even stronger legacy is all of the 
students that he influenced.

Added to the pleasure of tonight’s concert is the chance to hear Paul Rosenthal – 
another musician who had a profound impact on me.  I first met him in high school 
and got to know his brilliant artistry during my college years. The founder of the Sitka 
Summer Music Festival, he has appeared with the Youth Symphony on two previous 
occasions. 

I am a product of the Anchorage Youth Symphony. It was with this ensemble that I 
first played Beethoven and Handel and even an opera – all under the direction of Frank 
Pinkerton. I thank Mr. Pinkerton for those early chances. And the Youth Symphony 
profoundly thanks him for his vision and his continued commitment to youth music 
making.

Mr. Pinkerton - Bravo!

Linn Weeda
Music Director – Alum ‘70-‘71

A L A S K AY O U T H O R C H E S T R A S . O R G  |  AY O  FA L L  C O N C E R T  |  PA G E  1 9

Peer Gynt Suite No. 1, op. 46

Edvard Grieg

Born in Bergen, Norway in 1843. Died in Bergen in 1907.

Composed in 1874. Suite No. 1 was extracted by the composer in 1888.

Isben’s Peer Gynt (1867) is one of the great plays of Norwegian literature. It tells the highly 
moralistic story of Peer Gynt as he travels from the mountains of Norway to the desert in 
Northern Africa. The play anticipates many theatrical innovations: a disregard for reality, a 
freedom from time, and stage techniques that only could be fully realized in the cinema that 
had yet to be invented.

In 1874 Grieg was at the height of his career. As Norway’s greatest composer Isben asked 
Grieg to compose music for entre-actes, scene changes, choruses, and songs. In some ninety 
minutes of music, Grieg utilized Norwegian fiddle music along with composed works. In 
1888 (and later in 1891) he extracted two suites for concert performance.

The music from the first suite contains some of the most famous symphonic works from 
the nineteenth century. It opens with “Morning Mood” which is the prelude to the fourth act 
and depicts morning in the desert. The second movement depicts the death of a peasant 
woman, Ase. The third movement is a dance of a young girl, and final movement – In the 
Hall of the Mountain King – was originally a choral work in the play. In a dream Peer enters 
the troll’s Mountain Hall. As Grieg writes: “There is a great crowd of troll courtiers, gnomes 
and goblins. The king of the trolls sits on his throne, with crown and scepter, surrounded 

: : A L A S K A  Y O U T H  O R C H E S T R A S : : P R O G R A M  N O T E S : :

JOHN ASBJORN OSNES
Maker and repairer of violins, violas, cellos.

8900 Jupiter Drive, Anchorage, Alaska 99507 • Tel: 907.346.3609
www.osnesviolins.com • johnno@gci.net
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FAT PTARMIGAN SUPPORTS THE ARTS AND CONGRATULATES THE 

ANCHORAGE YOUTH SYMPHONY FOR THE 2019-2020 SEASON

10% off 

Please join us before and ast er each concer� & mention this 
ad for 10% AYS family discount

DINE IN   •   TAKE OUT   •   CATERING   •   DELIVERIES

www.fatptarmigan.com | 441 W. 5th Ave., Anchorage | (907)777- 7710 | fb: fat ptarmigan
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L I N N  W E E D A
Anchorage Youth Symphony Conductor

A lifelong Alaskan, Linn Weeda received his baccalaureate 
from UAF, where his trumpet teacher was James Kowalsky 
and his conducting teacher was Gordon Wright. He 
received his Master’s from Boston University, where he 
studied trumpet with Armando Ghitalla and Roger Voisin, 
won the concerto competition, and was student of the 
year.

Further studies were with Julio Tancredi in trumpet, Larry 
Scripp in solfege, Charles Bruck and Gunther Schuller 
in conducting. He has also studied with the principal 
trumpeters of the Atlanta, London, Los Angeles, and 
Rotterdam orchestras.

As a freelancer in Boston, he was a member of a number of orchestras and was 
heard nationally on National Public Radio performing on baroque trumpet with the 
Smithsonian Chamber Players. He has given recitals and performed concertos 
throughout the country and in Asia. He has appeared with most of the orchestras and 
festivals in Alaska as soloist – most recently appearing with the Anchorage Symphony, 
performing a world premier of a trumpet concerto written for him by Boston composer 
Louis Stewart.

He has appeared with most of the orchestras and festivals in Alaska as soloist – most 
recently appearing with the Anchorage Symphony, performing a world premier of a 
trumpet concerto written for him by Boston composer Louis Stewart.

As a conductor, Weeda led orchestras in the United States, Australia, New Zealand, and 
Germany. He has been Music Director of the Fairbanks Youth Symphony and founded 
the Tupelo (Mississippi) Community Orchestra. He was Staff Conductor of the Greater 
Boston Youth Symphony. He regularly conducts the Anchorage Symphony Orchestra in 
the annual Halloween concert and in Young People’s Concerts. He has led the AYS on 
tours within Alaska and on international tours to Australia and, in the summer of 2010, 
to China.

Currently Weeda is Music Director of the Alaska Youth Orchestras, Assistant Music 
Director and Principal Trumpet of the Anchorage Symphony, Principal Trumpet of the 
Anchorage Opera. In addition to his many credits as a performer, Weeda has taught 
at King’s Lake Music Camp, University of Alaska Fairbanks Summer Fine Arts Camp, 
and the Fairbanks Summer Arts Festival. In addition he teaches classes in ear training, 
solfege, and trumpet at the University of Alaska Anchorage.
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Cel ebrat ing 

Thank y
ou 

Frank and Carol Pinkerton
Anchorage Youth Symphony Endowment 

Established with a  $100,000 donation! 

the

Mr. and Mrs. Pinkerton!  
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General Contractor
P 907-694-2141
C 907-244-0350

MC3 CONTRACTING
MIKE MCGOUGH

300 Highland Road
Eagle River, AK 99577

Celebrating 
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VIOLIN 1
Gabriel Gullett, 1st 
Elijah Carricaburu
Lily SlatonBarker

Ashley Kim
Luis Munoz
E Chythlook

Alice Imamoto
Abby Carothers

Maia Brown
Yeajin Namgung

Mary Kim
Katherine Pugh
Rebekah Dunfee 

Emily Shem
Luke Howe
Brogan Vos

VIOLIN 2
Kalen Richardson, 1st 

Matthew Nagel
Robert Calivo
Shreya Sujith
Hannah Kim

Lillian Bleeker
Rachel Ninan

Carmen Gordon-Rein
Hailey Smith

Penelope Hobbie
Senneca Slocombe

Andrew Billings
Jordan Lambert
Aaron Richard
Joseph Hwang
Bradley Beals
Julian Riley

A N C H O R A G E  Y O U T H  S Y M P H O N Y
VIOLA

Rachael Shaw-Rosenbaum, 1st 
Keola Tabisola
Richard Tikiun

Alana Lim
Emilie Bieshelt
Allie Livermont
Rowan Brune

Claire Moreland

CELLO
Sara Wong, 1st 
Daniel Cabrera

Elliot Lippy
Isabelle Harris

Averyl Cobb
Josiah Verbrugge
Hannah Goldman

Ben Liu
Sam Spanos
Cassie Welch
Michael Ninan
Laurel Scheel

Jasmyn Bednar

BASS
Casandra LeBlanc, 1st 

Mark von Luhrte
Angelina Aneo

FLUTE
Lara Searcy, 1st 

Angela Yun
Sara Inoue
Antonia Yu

OBOE
Morgan Wilhelm, 1st 

Joseph Oh

CLARINET
Ali Strand, 1st 

Skye Li
Kristina Yu

BASSOON
Xavier Libbrecht, 1st 

Kaitlyn Paculba
Emma Flodin

HORN
Abby Webster, 1st 
Shockley Searcy

TRUMPET
Esther Shore, 1st 

Jake Altman
Ethan Howe

TROMBONE
Brooke Nichols, 1st 

Alex Fratello

TUBA
Micah Brown, 1st 

PERCUSSION
Justin Brentwood, 1st 

Lucy Nash
Cade Corbin

Ethan Zawodny

HARP
Andrea Weatherby, 1st 

Sadie Morehead

GUEST MUSICIANS
Laura-Lynn Rader, horn
Lupe Marroquin, horn
Bill Klemm, trombone
Matt O’Conner, bass
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A N C H O R A G E  Y O U T H  S Y M P H O N Y
L I N N  W E E D A ,  M U S I C  D I R E C T O R

Alaska Youth Orchestras Fall Concert
Saturday, December 15, 3:00 PM

Alaska Center for the Performing Arts, Atwood Concert Hall

P R O G R A M

Reinhold Gliére .............................................. Russian Sailor’s Dance from The Red Poppy

Georges Bizet .......................................................... Suite No. 1 from the opera Carmen

 

INTERMISSION

Silent Auction – PROJECT VIOLIN: The Art of Music

Dusenbury/Drake, arr. Rosenthal ...................... Bravura Variations on Alaska’s Flag Song

Alumni Orchestra
Paul Rosenthal, Violin

Frank Pinkerton, Conductor

Arturo Márquez ...........................................................................................Danzon No. 2

Owen Williams, Piano

SALT is a catalyst for transformation!  

Through strategic engagement and visionary design, 

we create environments for generations to thrive.

WWW.SALT-AK.COM
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T H A N K - Y O U !
Alaska Youth Orchestras is 

proud to partner with
North Star Behavioral  Health

Working together for 
Alaska’s youth 
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Harp – Deandra J. Ingram

Lily SlatonBarker – Ronald & Judith Barker

Alice Imamoto – Deborah Guris

Matthew Nagel – Stewart Nagel

Jordan Lambert– Kimberly Lambert

Benjamin Liu – Michele Liu

Maia Brown – Mimi Luc & Paul Brown

Herb and Kathryn Eckman

Lily SlatonBarker – Hal Nonneman

Lily SlatonBarker – Carla & Tony 
SlatonBarker

Richard Tikiun – Will Lacy

Lily SlatonBarker – Susan Slaton

Lily SlatonBarker – Don & Felicia Cassel

E Chythlook – Susan Tilly

Lily SlatonBarker – Great Aunt Linda

E Chythlook – Dustin & Alasha Brito

E Chythlook – Dr. William Chythlook

Cade Corbin – Chris & Becky Corbin

Andrea Weatherby – Sam & Diana 
Weatherby

Casandra LeBlanc – AK Dentistry for Kids

Lily SlatonBarker – Leigh & Terence Slaton

Sara Inoue – Andy & Celia Koelsch

Lara Searcy – Andy & Celia Koelsch 

Shockley Searcy–Andy & Celia Koelsch

Lily SlatonBarker – Pamela Shepardson 
Hayden

Lily SlatonBarker – Solstice Alaska 
Consulting, Inc.

Jake Altman – Sandwich Deck

Lily SlatonBarker – The Haag Family

Lily SlatonBarker – Mike Mcgough

Lily SlatonBarker – David & Marcia Barker

Ashley Kim – Min Kim

Gabriel Gullett – Evelyn Gullett

Claire Moreland – Robert Moreland

Abigail Webster – Melissa Boyette & Ed 
Webster

Emilie Bieshelt – Doug Jastermski & Mia 
Hammack

E Chythlook – Janet Flowers

Piccolo – Nan Schleusner 

Lara Searcy – Craig & Cheryl Searcy 

Shockley Searcy – Craig & Cheryl Searcy

E Chythlook – Dr. Janelle Jones

E Chythlook – Joe and Molly Chythlook 

Instrument Section Sponsorships
Trumpet - Mary Flaherty

Viola - Eric & Geesnell Lim 
Violin 1 - Deborah Guris 

Cello - Jennifer Bundy-Cobb & Doug Cobb 
Percussion - Steven Alvarez

Conductor’s Podium Sponsorships
Joe & Molly Chythlook 

Musician’s Chair Sponsorships
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High Five Awards and Engraving 
caters to the needs of Alaskan Teams, 

Military and Businesses as well as 
Churches, Clubs and Individuals 

looking for a great way to recognize 
accomplishments and increase 

company exposure through complete 
recognition services.

3307 Boniface  Parkway Lot 170, Anchorage, AK 99504
(907) 337-1099

www.highfi veawards.com
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A N C H O R A G E  Y O U T H  O R C H E S T R A S

M U S I C  N OT E S
LINN WEEDA, MUSIC DIRECTOR

Russian Sailor’s Dance from the Ballet “The Red Poppy”
Reinhold Gliére
Born in Kiev, Ukraine on January 11, 1875.  Died June 23, 1956 in Moscow.
Composed in 1927.  First performance in June 14, 1927 at the Bolshoi Ballet in Moscow, Yuri Fayer 
conductor. 

The Red Poppy is a three-act ballet set in the port of Kuomintang, China.  Its subject is 
political in nature:  a Soviet era ship is docked in the port where the captain notes the 
abuse that is suffered by the overworked Chinese workers and alleviates their plight.  It 
was praised as the “first Soviet Ballet on a revolutionary subject”.

The most famous excerpt – and the composer’s most famous work – is the energetic 
Russian Sailor’s Dance heard tonight.  It is based on the popular Russian folk tune 
Yablochka (or Little Apple).  After an introduction the theme is stated followed by twelve 
short and increasingly frenzied variations.

Reinhold Gliére was associated with the Soviet Union for most of his professional life, 
even though most of his training occurred before the Revolution of 1917.  His music is 
conservative and well crafted, with engaging melodies, rich textures and often complex 
harmonies.  

Suite No. 1 from Carmen
Georges Bizet
Born in Paris in 1838.  Died in Bougival, France 1875.
Composed in 1874.  Premiered in Paris (Opéra Comique) in 1875.

Most likely the most famous and loved of all operas, Carmen was Georges Bizet's last 
complete work:  after years of chronic overwork he died some three months after the 
premier.  At its premier in 1875 it was moderately well received by the public; critics on 
the other hand were savage in their condemnation. 

The opera is set in Seville around 1830.  The plot revolves around the passionate love 
of Corporal Don José for the tempestuous gypsy Carmen.  He deserts the army to 
accompany her into the mountains to live the life of a smuggler.  But Carmen tires of 
Don José and abandons him for the bullfighter Escamillo.  In the last scene of the opera, 
a crazed Don José kills Carmen.  

The concert suite heard tonight is one of two that Bizet made by juggling the different 
preludes and arias to make a coherent symphonic statement.  The theme of fate 
runs through the opera:  musically it is represented by the first music heard.  This 
proceeds directly to the "Aragonaise" (a typical quick dance found throughout Spain) 
that completes the opening movement.  The quietly meditative second movement that 
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features the flute and harp depicts the smuggler’s hideout at night.  The third movement 
is based on the first act "Seguidilla" (a type of dancing song in fast triple meter).  Don 
José orders Carmen to be quiet; instead of obeying she sings this alluring song that 
captures Don José's heart.  The march-like fourth movement is "Les Dragons d'Alcala" 
(The Soldiers of Alcala).  The famous bullfighter’s music completes this suite.  Don 
José murders Carmen while this brilliant music is performed: the contrast of the loud 
bullfight music with the dark death of Carmen closes the opera with a heavy drama that 
is unforgettable.

Bravura Variations on Alaska’s Flag Song
Paul Rosenthal
Composed in 1983.

Renowned Alaskan violinist Paul Rosenthal has played violin since the age of three.  He 
was educated at the Juilliard School in New York City and studied at the University of 
Southern California with Jascha Heifetz.  Rosenthal first came to Alaska in the 1960s 
and became enamored of the people of Alaska.  After moving here permanently in 1969 
he has performed in most towns and villages in the state, is the founder of the Sitka 
Summer Music Festival and has served as music faculty at both the Anchorage and 
Fairbanks campuses of the University of Alaska.

In 1983 Rosenthal composed Bravura Variations on Alaska's Flag Song in the long 
tradition of performer/composers who wrote virtuosic works on patriotic tunes, folk and 
popular songs.

The memorable tune was composed by Elinor Dusenbury as a reaction to greatly 
missing Alaska upon being transferred in 1936.  Setting Marie Drake’s poem about the 
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State’s fl ag, Dusenbury performed it for the fi rst time in Juneau on a return visit in 1938.  
The song became the offi cial State song when statehood was granted in 1959.

Danzon No. 2
Arturo Márquez
Born in Álamos, Sonora, Mexico in 1950.  
Composed in 1994.  First performance in 1994 in Mexico City, conducted by Francisco Savin. 

The Danzon is a Cuban dance that migrated to the Veracruz region of Mexico.  Derived 
from the English Contradance, the Danzon is a precursor to the more modern Latin 
American dances such as the Cha-Cha and Mambo, 

Márquez commented that he visited a dance hall in the Veracruz region where he was 
struck by the rhythmic vitality, elegance and freshness of the dance.  He has composed 
six Danzons for various combinations of the instruments.  The Danzon No. 2 has proven 
to be one of the most popular orchestral works written by a Latin American composer 
since the 1950’s.  Its popularity exploded in 2007 when Gustavo Dudamel conducted the 
work with the Simon Bolivar Youth Orchestra on their European and American tour.

Arturo Márquez received his musical training in La Puente, California, later studying 
piano and music theory at the Conservatory of Music of Mexico.  He has studied 
composition at the Taller de Composición of the Institute of Fine Arts of Mexico and 
privately in Paris and California.  A highly awarded composer, Márquez is in high demand 
internationally for new works.

ROBIN REICH
2607 Fairbanks St., Ste. B
Anchorage, AK  99503

907.929.5960
solsticeak@solsticeak.com

WWW.SOLSTICEAK.COM
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VIOLIN 1

Judith Pinkerton, 1st  ..............1965-1971

Daniel Perry ...........................  1979-1983

Adam Stewart ........................  1999-2003

Dennis Barry ..........................  1965-1970

Heather Threat .......................  1972-1977

Dori Olson ..............................  1974-1979

Michael Giles .........................  1984-1987

Carol Howarth ........................  1974-1980

VIOLIN 2

Dan Pinkerton, 1st  ................  1978-1983

Nancy Pinkerton Gunn ...........  1973-1977

Jill Lerner (Irish) ....................  1978-1984

Frankie Larsen .......................  2009-2013

Stacy Edgar ............................  1978-1984

Christine Nees (Zimmerman)  1971-1974

Marion Kelly ...........................  1980-1982

Karen Tornfelt ........................  1970-1973

VIOLA

Nina Bingham, 1st  ................  1974-1980

Gary Pinkerton .......................  1967-1974

Sharifa Hay ............................  2010-2011

Nathanial Knapp ....................  2006-2010

CELLO

Brett Lindsay, 1st  ..................  2008-2012

Debra Fitzgerald .....................  1968-1974

Nathan Harrison ....................  1982-1985

Judy Spernak-Friar .................  1970-1973

BASS

Zach Akins, 1st  .....................  2008-2010

Heidi Herbert-Lovern ..............  2004-2008

Jim Pinkerton ........................  1974-1978

FLUTE

Corinne McVee, 1st  ...............  1975-1977

Sharon (Sturgis) Tonjes .........  1965-1970

Nan Schleusner (White) .........  1984-1987

Nina Brudie ............................  1978-1981

CLARINET

Garrett Grenado, 1st ..............  2012-2015

OBOE

James Homsley, 1st ..............  2012-2017

BASSOON

Sarah Cheverie, 1st ................  2009-2014

Karma Threet (Fitch) ..............  1975-1977

HORN

Michael McVee, 1st ................  1970-1971

PERCUSSION

Corliss Kimmel, 1st  ...............  1969-1971

A L U M N I  O R C H E S T R A
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T H A N K  Y O U !
Alaska Youth Orchestras would like to extend its thanks to the following donors who helped 

make our 2019-2020 events and season concerts possible.

$100,000 Endowment
FRANK AND CAROL PINKERTON

$ 10,000 +
ATWOOD FOUNDATION  • PINKETON RETIREMENT SPECIALISTS 

ALASKA COMMUNITY FOUNDATION

$ 5,000 +
Municipality of Anchorage

Richard L. and Diane M. Block Foundation

$ 1,000+
Wells Fargo • First National Bank of Alaska • Subway • Anchorage Education Assoc.  

Northstar Behavioral Health • Wilson Albers an Alera Company • Select Physical Therapy 
Aspen Creek Senior Living

$ 500+
High Five Awards

KLEF
Alaska Music and Sound
Eastman School of Music

Kroger
Barbara Garner
Mary Flaherty

Eric & Geesnell Lim
Deborah Guris

Jennifer Bundy-Cobb & Doug 
Cobb

Steven Alvarez
Joe and Molly Chythlook

$ U P  T O  $ 500
Amazon

SALT
Green Solutions
Century Dental
Mike McGugh

H&L Nonneman
Sandwich Deck

Robin Reich

Osnes Violins
The Libby Group

Ron Alban
HR Connect

Reading Write Alaska
Herb & Kathryn Eckman

Deandra J. Ingram
Ronald and Judith Barker

Deborah Guris
Stewart Nagel

Kimberly Lambert
Michele Liu
Mimi Luc

Herb and Kathryn Eckman
Hal Nonneman

Carla SlatonBarker
Will Lacy

Susan Slaton
Boeing 

Don & Felicia Cassel
Susan Tilly

Great Aunt Linda
Cynthia Libby

Dustin & Alasha Brito

Dr. William Chythlook
Christopher Corbin

Sam & Diana Weatherby
Alaska Dentistry for Kids
Leigh & Terence Slaton
Andy & Celia Koelsch

Pamela Shepardson Hayden
Robin Reich

Sandwich Deck
Richard Haag

Mike Mcgough
David & Marcia Barker

Min Kim
Evelyn Gullett

Robert Moreland
Melissa Boyette & Ed Webster

Doug Jastermski & Mia 
Hammack

Janet Flowers
Nan Schleusner

Craig and Cheryl Searcy
Dr. Janelle Jones

Jan Cawvey
Petr's Violin Shop

Visit www.AlaskaYouthOrchestras.org for information on how you can become an AYO sponsor.
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T H E  H I S T O RY  O F  A L A S K A  Y O U T H  O R C H E S T R A S

The Anchorage Youth Symphony was formed in 1964 by Frank Pinkerton and has 
continued under the leadership of prominent local musicians and educators including 
Dewey Ehling, Kurt Pasch, Jeanne (Ray) Bruhn, Charles Gorsuch, Marlow Thomas, and, 
most recently, Linn Weeda. 

In 1981 the Anchorage Youth Symphony Association began operating separately from 
the Anchorage School District and was granted 501(c)(3) non-profi t status. Since then 
the organization has remained an active member of the Anchorage arts community and 
has been a resident company of the Alaska Center for the Performing Arts since 2011. 

Linn Weeda has served as Music Director for 30 years, expanding the program to include 
coaching by local professional musicians, many who were in the youth symphony as 
young players. Additional expansion has included recording projects, chamber music 
programs, touring, and scholarships.

Ser�ing fr eshly made breakfasts and lunches 
Monday – Friday
On the cor�er of 4th & K St�eets
www.sandwichdeck.com
276-1401
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PAT R O N  I N F O R M AT I O N

EMERGENCY
Fire Exits: There are numerous, convenient and clearly marked 
fire exits from all areas of the Center. Note the nearest exit as 
you take your seat. In case of emergency, the ushers will direct 
an orderly exit.

Emergency Calls: (during performances) 263-2965. Please 
leave the following information in order to be contacted in the 
facility: the event, theatre, seat number, and name.

First Aid: Contact the nearest usher.

Children: It is strongly recommended that children under 6 
years of age not be brought to the theatre except for family 
events specifically described as such by the performing 
organization. In any event, all patrons, including children and 
babies, must have a ticket for admittance.

Latecomers will not be seated until an appropriate break in the 
performance, as determined by the presenting organization.

Cameras and Recording Equipment: The taking of 
photographs or the use of any audio or video recording device 
is strictly prohibited in the theatres unless permission is 
granted by the promoter. 

Pagers, Alarm Watches, and Cellular Phones: Please silence 
your pagers, digital watch alarm and cellular telephones before 
the performance begins.

Smoking is permitted outside the building only. Smoking 
including use of an electronic smoking device is prohibited 
within 20 feet of each entrance per (AO 2006-86(S) and Alaska 
Statute 18.35.300 prohibits smoking in public indoor places. 

Bottled water, purchased from the concessionaire or vending 
machines, is permitted in the theatres. Generally, food and 
beverages are not allowed in the theatres unless otherwise 
advertised.

Restrooms are located on the Street and Orchestra Levels 
in the Carr/Gottstein Lobby; in the Harrison Lobby, they are 
located on all levels. Baby changing tables are located in 
restrooms on Street level of the Lorene Harrison Lobby & 
Orchestra level of the Carr-Gottstein Lobby.

Coat Check is available on the street level of both the Lorene 
Harrison and Carr/Gottstein lobbies from October 1-May 1.

Accessible Services Program. The Alaska Center for the 
Performing Arts has an Accessible Services Program to better 
serve patrons who experience disabilities. It is our goal to 
provide a fully enjoyable experience to all patrons. Through 
these services, patrons with disabilities should have no 
hesitation in attending an event at the Alaska Center. Please 
call Accessible Services for best available accessible seating. 
For more information, contact Cindy Hamilton, Vice President, 
at 263-2902 (voice) or 263-2903 (TTY). A brochure about the 
program is available at the Center ticket office, the Center 
administrative office as well as from ushers.

Wheelchair Availability: Patrons may borrow a wheelchair, 
courtesy of the Carolyn Ramey Memorial Fund, for access to 
and within the theatres. Call Julie at 263-2902 or 263-2920.

Wheelchair Access is available in all theatres. Provisions are 
made for wheelchairs at the rear of each theatre and the front 
of the Atwood Concert Hall. Your advance notice to the Ticket 
Office is requested.

Assistance for hearing impaired. Head phones are available 
at the House Manager Station on Orchestra Level of the 
Lorene Harrison or Carr-Gottstein lobbies.

Parking is available in the Municipal Garage on 7th and G 
hourly parking is also available at 6th and H; the Penney’s 
Garage on 6th and E Streets; the Fifth Avenue Mall Garage at 
5th and C; State Garage on E Street & 7th, and on the street. 

Personal Apparel: The Management is not responsible for 
personal apparel or other property of patrons. Patrons are 
advised to take wraps with them whenever they leave their 
seats. Lost and found items may be claimed at the Center 
office, 8am to 5pm.

TICKETING: CenterTix.com; CenterTix is Located in the 
Carr-Gottstein (South) Lobby of The Alaska Center for the 
Performing Arts (located across the street from Humpy’s). 
Phone: (907) 263-ARTS (263-2787); 263-2717 (teletypewriter).
Ticketing Hours: 
CenterTix at the Center:  
 Mon – Fri from 9am to 5pm
 Saturday from 12pm to 5pm
 Sunday – Closed
Call Center:
 Mon-Fri from 9am to 5pm
 Saturday from 12pm to 5pm
 Sunday – Closed

Events: Box office is open 90 minutes prior to curtain time for 
ticketed events in the Center and remains open through the 
first intermission (or 30 minutes after curtain time if there is 
no intermission). Unable to use your ticket? Call 263-ARTS 
(2787)

Productions at the Center employ members of 
I.A.T.S.E. Local 918.

ALASKA CENTER FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS
MANAGEMENT
The Alaska Center for the Performing Arts Inc., a nonprofit 
organization, manages the facility under contract to the 
Municipality of Anchorage. Administrative offices are located 
in the Center at 621 West 6th Avenue. Inquiries about booking 
the theatres should be directed to Cindy Hamilton, Vice 
President and Event Operations Director, 263-2919.

USHERING IN THE ARTS
“Ushering in the Arts,” a project of the Alaska Center for the 
Performing Arts, is also supported by ConocoPhillips, First 
National Bank Alaska, and the ushers themselves. For more 
information, call Melissa Weckhorst at 263-2920. 
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H&L Nonneman Enterprises

Woodwind Specialist

Quality Band Instrument Repair

P 907-441-7778
C 907-575-5408

Turnagain Art Building Sutie 213
4105 Turnaian Blvd. E.

3501 Denali  Street, Suite 302
Anchorage, AK 99503

561-2475century-dental.com

Dental c� e y�  can � ust
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Richard L. & Diane M. 
Block Foundation

The 

Anchorage Youth 
Orchestra would 

like to thank

For supporting AYO with a generous  
scholarship grant!
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Alaska @ Work is a collaboration 
between Alaska Public Media and area 
businesses, educational institutions, 
and community service organizations 
to help students, parents, educators 
and counselors help young people find 
pathways to career success in high-
demand jobs that do not require four-
year degrees.

Discover your path to a 
rewarding career.
From apprenticeships to technical 
training and two-year programs – there 
are a range of opportunities and choices 
available for Alaskans.

Check out videos that highlight top 
careers, training, resources, and more by 
visiting www.alaskaatwork.org.
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FNBAlaska.com        

Alaska’s most experienced community bank, 
First National Bank Alaska believes in lending 
a hand in every community we serve, as we 
have for nearly a century.

We’re proud to support Alaska Youth 
Orchestra and the local artists who 
entertain, inspire and connect 
our our communities.

Connecting Alaskans
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Thank You
for generously sponsoring

this concert!

Thank you for generously supporting 
Alaska Youth Orchestras
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Anchorage Opera receives operating support from the Atwood Foundation,  Richard L and Diane M Block Foundation, and 
the Municipality of Anchorage. Anchorage Opera is supported, in part, by a grant from the Alaska State Council on the Arts, 

the National Endowment for the Arts and from many generous individuals and corporate community leaders. 
Official Airline Sponsor, Alaska Airlines
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Comprehensive 
Employer 
Services

Lean on us to grow your business
Wilson Albers and Alera ConnectHR proudly serve Alaskan’s by providing employer 
services to organizations large and small, public, private, nonprofit and Alaska Native 
Corporations. As an Alera Group Company, we offer each of our clients’ local support 
and relationships powered by national resources and expertise.

Our comprehensive employer service model brings together traditional group 
insurance benefits, retirement programs, risk management and human resource 
administration and support to efficiently and cost effectively support your 
employment needs. We take the time to truly understand your company, developing 
tailored solutions and providing hands-on guidance to meet your unique goals.

From managing benefits and workers’ comp to engaging high-quality workforces  
to deploying compliance strategies, Wilson Albers and Alera ConnectHR has advisors 
in Alaska to assist with finding solutions that fit your needs. We’re proud to support 
the arts and culture and take great pride in our local community.

Helping Alaska Businesses With:

wilsonalbers.com | alerachr.com

Employee  
Benefits

Human 
Resources 

Retirement  
    Plans  

Property & 
Casualty
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Limited time only at participating restaurants. Prices and subs included may vary. Additional 
charge for Extras. Plus applicable tax. No additional discounts or coupons may be applied.
Subway® is a Registered Trademark of Subway IP LLC. ©2019 Subway IP LLC.

ALASKA
$4.90 SUB 
OF THE DAY.™

GET A DIFFERENT SIX-INCH SUB 
EACH DAY FOR $4.90 IN THE 49TH STATE!

Proud to support the 
Alaska Youth Orchestras

MONDAY
Sweet Onion
Chicken
Teriyaki

TUESDAY
Oven 
Roasted
Chicken

WEDNESDAY
Turkey
Breast

THURSDAY
Italian
B.M.T.®

FRIDAY
Tuna

SATURDAY
Black
Forest
Ham

SUNDAY
Meatball
Marinara




