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Throughout the ages man has found musi¢ to be eseential in volcing
his own innate semse of beauty. Music is not a thing spart from man; it
is the spiritualized expression of his finest and best immer self. There
is no one wholly unresponsive to the elevating appeal of musie. - If only
the right contacts and experiences are provided, every individual ocan
£ind in music some answer to his fundamental need for aesthetic and emotdon-
al outlet. Education falls its ocultural objective unless it brings to e
every child the consciocusness that his cwn spirit may find satiafying
expression through muisie.

From the discovery of the full possibilities of the string instru-
ment family stems a considerable portion of the great musical develcpe:
ment of the world. The opera, the symphone, the oratorio--all depend on
the orchestra for full realization, and it i1s the string section, ocm-
pris seventy percent of the personnell (violims, violas, cellos and basse
basses) which gives the orchestra its unique charaster.

The present natiomiide revival of interest in string instrument paay-
ing has great musical significance and has led to the development of f£ine
school and civie orchestras. Far greater values than community pride will
ascrue to the individual child who studies 2 string instrument and partic-
ipates in these orchestras. The values are very real, and the following
exposition is an effort to explain some of them.

Performange. The first and most important effect of string instru-
ment study is that, through it, cne ultimately learns to play the
instrument. Here, one has the satisfaction of being able %o pro=-
duce sounds which are pleasant to the ear, and here lies the reward
for time and effort spent. But by no means is it the only reward.

Musical. The greatest musical organization yet to be developed by
man 1s the symphony orchestra. In it we find all of the imstruments
of the wind band plus the great body of strings with thelr almost
limitless varieties of color, expression and range. Because of this
a1l inolusivenoos of the orchestra and ito consoquont aoiliy to .
‘expross; it is only logical that the jreatest composers huve chogon-

- &b as the medfmm for tﬁJeporfommuoottho:lrwor . Thus, persons
‘'who play the strings are naturally drawm into contact with great ma
muo ’

Social. Perhaps the next important value of string instrument study
15 the social. String players usually seek & place in an orchestra
of samc kind. Here new friendships are made and old ones renewed.
Prestige, due to wealth or so-cilled social standing, fades before
ekill in performanse. Another social reason for stringed instrument
study is that the "language" is universal, the same the world over.
Wherever one goes, satring players will be found. There is always room
Zor the nswcomer. He may be an utter stranger of a foreign tongue,
yet be accepted and admired for his musical achievement.



Cultural. For the student who wishes to follow same vocation other
that music, the oultural value is one of the greatest of all. One
may study an instrument, and for any one of several reasons never
Play upon it again, yet there is left an understanding and an appre=
clation that varies directly with how far that person has prodeeded
in his study. If ome has played a great deal of orchestra literature
or chamber music, this value will be very great. The better rafio
programs are filled with fine music by composers of all periods, played
by fins orchestras and chamber music groups. For the peraon who has
gone far enough to understend these works, evem though he might not
play them well, there is a Joy and an appresiation that oan never be
gained by hearing music or by reading about it.

Personali;z. Careful study, analysis and drill are required for
mastery a string instrument. Through a daily practice routine

the student will find himself gradually growing in his sensitivity

to pitoh, rhythms, timbre, form, dynamics, orchestral eolor and
general artistdc gppreclation. Persomnality trailts far removed from
masic are develcoped by the student through contimious association with
pecple in groups, at rehearsals, concerts, banquets , etoc. His
manner and taste in dress, evaluation of friemdships, and his ability
to meet and converse with people will all be influenced sharply.

In many sehools of the United States string instrumentninstruction
flourishes as a vital part of the musical astivities of the coammunity.
In practically all of these places a good band as well as orchestra is
maintained, and the administrators in charge are convinced that they are
supporting a broad and well-balansed program of real edusational value,
whereln every child is given the chamce to partdcipate in the msical
experience best sulted to his talemts. In the schools where a large
orchestra of fime quality has existed year after year in uninterrupted
force, both school and community take a gemuine pride in this ascomplishe
ment and make sure each year that the program remains under capable,
experienced supervision and that nothing interferes with its contimed
support.

The present program of string instrustion in the Anchorage Independ-
ent School District 1s most inadequate. Some work is being done at the
secondary school level.® Students are mot belng reached at an early n
enough age, however, to develop their musical potentialities to the ful-
lest. Although begimming instruction can be well received by many child-
ren of junior high school age and clder, it has been proved that younger
students are better qualified physically to accept the correct position
and alle-important bowing techniques for the mastery of the imstrument.

String students now in the Anchorage sbhools are being developed
meinly through the efforts of the PTA amd private teachers. These stu-
dents, although some are quite proficient, are too few in mumber to ever
make possible balansed orchestras in the secondary schools. A schoole

#The present high school orchestras have dwindled from ninety in
1956 to ten at East High School and six at West High School for the
1963-6ly school year. :
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sponsored program availeble to all qualified students at the elementary
sohool level is necessary to develop youth orchestras to the aesthetis and
and cultural level they deserve.

The following material suggests a plan whereby an adequate string in
instruotion progran eoculd be offered in the Anchorage schools.

éﬁﬁs LThis program should be available to all interested element-
ary children in the fourth through sixth grades. Junior high schools
should provide orchestra and classes for begimning, intermediate, and ad-

vanoed players. String and symphonis orchestra in addition to intermediate
classes should be available at the high sbhool level. An imtemsive program
in chamber musio should be initiated at the secondary school level. Cham-
ber music would be handled for the most part on am after sohool basis.

Staff: ?ﬁ% Use of present staff to start begimming classes on
a 8 elementary schools. The PTA sponscored string pro-
gram should be contimued on its presemt basis for this year and expanded
1f additionsl qualified teachers cam be found,

Schools which have expressed a keenm interest in the instrumental
program at this time are Airport Heights, Inlet View, Lake Otls, North
Star and Turnagein. Therefore, these would be the logieal achools in which
to begin the program. If desired, the program sould be available to other
elementary students with parents providing tramsportation to these schools.

It has been suggested that all students participating be charged one
dollar per lesson, with this fee being pald %o the PTA Council. These
monies would then be used for payment to the teacher(s) not employed by
AISD, as well as for mileage expenses of ALSD employees.

AISD persomnel. trained in string instruments and able to participate
in the program this year are Franmk Pinkerton, East; Ruth Settles and
Marlow Thamas, Wemdler Jr. Bigh; and possibly some others. lNrs. Leah
Telford, private violin teacher and consertmistress of the Civic-University
Orchestra, is giving PTA sponsored group lessons at one school and could
conceivably cover one other school.

<65, The addition of two fulletime teachers would be
required to ement this progranm.

. Intermediate classes in the elementary schools would
require at least one additional string imstrucsor.

. One additional orchestra instructor will be needed
because of the large mumber of string studemts emtering jumior high school.
This will then allow one orchestra instruoter per Junbor high school and
its feeder elememtary schools. The above persomnel Ligures represent a
minimum staff to carry cut this program., Uith the large anticipated en-
rollment for the Anchorage schools it is possible that additional staff
will be necessary.

Notes Extrems care should be used in selecting ed string
teashers. The succegs of this #__n upan
their instructional beckzround jonali
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Schedule: C(Classes should be met a minimm of twice per week during
the school day in the elementary schools. Loss of asademic class time for
the student can be minimized by overlapping string classes with recess and
lunch. Each class should be allowed forty mimutes.

Facilitles: cal. Adequate rehearsal space, music stands, chairs
planc, Blackboard, staf¥er, and bulletin board, ’ ’ ’

Instruments. School-owned violins should be issued for
maximum of one year with the understanding that those students who cone

timue will purchase their own after the trial period on a school instrument.
The other string instruments could be loansd for a longer period of time.
gohm basses, for instance, would be provided by the schools through high
ool.
20 1/2 size violins per year for 5 years @ 80.00 $1600.00
20 3/4 n n noonowon n 1600,00
204/ ] n w o on o onon n 1600.00
153/4 " TViclas * u o ® u o n 1200.00
6 15".16" violas n " " onow 150.“) 900,00
10 1/2 size cellos " v n n 200,00 2000.00
p1:] 3/]‘ i n n n nonon " 2000,00
k w ] 1 Y " non o on 300.00 1200.00
2 J./h " basses " L 200.00 400.00
33/2 v n n "noom o on o 1400.00 1.200.00
2 3/h ] " " " nonon 600.00 1200.00

Instrument cost per year $14,900.00
Music for elementary orchestra and emsemble

materials per year 200.00
Music for sesondary school orchestra program per
year 1500.00

Fees: In arder to cover the maintenance cost on string instruments,
it 1s recamended that students pay a $3.00 per semester fee. Imstrustion,
begiming 1964~65 should be free $o all students. Method book , resin,
and pitchepipe should be purchases by the student.



